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in the United States with a memorial on fed-
eral land in the nation’s capital. The bipartisan 
bill authorizes the Fair Housing Commemora-
tive Foundation, established by the National 
Association of Realtors, to raise funds to build 
the memorial in accordance with the Com-
memorative Works Act. No federal funds could 
be used for the memorial. This may be the 
first time that a sector of our economy has de-
cided to establish a memorial commemorating 
a movement that led to the enactment of stat-
utes that regulate some of its practices. The 
foundation’s precedent is commendable. 

Fair housing and the movement to bring 
equal opportunity in the real estate markets 
are intertwined with our nation’s history. The 
federal government has both been a part of 
the problem and an integral part of the solu-
tion, and every branch of the federal govern-
ment has played a key role in our nation’s 
progress towards fair housing. It is, therefore, 
fitting that we commemorate the fair housing 
movement’s efforts to achieve equal oppor-
tunity in housing. 

The Fifth Amendment to the Constitution es-
tablishes a right to own private property that 
the government cannot take without just com-
pensation. Early immigrants sought a place 
where they could own and transfer real estate 
without the arbitrary interference of the gov-
ernment. That right, however, was not uni-
versal. Slavery denied basic rights to a whole 
class of Americans based on their race, and 
reduced many African Americans to the status 
of property. Among other things, slaves were 
denied the right to own and use real property. 

The Civil War and the constitutional amend-
ment prohibiting slavery were accompanied by 
laws that gave all citizens the same rights to 
own and use real property. The Civil Rights 
Act of 1866 was our nation’s first ‘‘fair hous-
ing’’ law, but that law was ignored and se-
verely limited by court decisions, culminating 
with the philosophy of ‘‘separate but equal’’ in 
the U.S. Supreme Court Plessey v. Ferguson 
decision. In addition, Congress and some 
states passed laws that restricted private prop-
erty ownership and use by Latinos and Asian 
Americans. In the early 20th century, social 
scientists and leaders within the real estate 
community established guides for neighbor-
hood desirability based on racial composition. 
Homogeneous neighborhoods of whites from 
northern European backgrounds were seen as 
the best investment for homeowners and oth-
ers. Some early zoning laws sought to limit, by 
race, the people who could live in certain com-
munities, as did some practices of the real es-
tate industry. Although the U.S. Supreme 
Court, in its 1917 Buchanan v. Worley deci-
sion, struck down these racial restrictions, ra-
cial bias formed the basis for many restrictive 
covenants on real estate. 

Following the World War II, returning GIs, 
through the GI Bill, were offered a path to 
homeownership. African Americans and other 
minorities, however, could not take advantage 
of these benefits in many communities. The 
great migration of the middle class to suburbs 
created segregated white suburbs and large 
isolated urban minority communities. There 
was little response by the federal government 
or the courts until, most notably, the 1948 U.S. 
Supreme Court decision in Shelley v. Kraemer 
ended judicial enforcement of racially restric-
tive covenants. The Civil Rights Movement, in-
cluding Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s work in 
Chicago, brought renewed attention to housing 

discrimination. The federal government, first 
through executive order and then through the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, banned discrimination 
in federally funded housing. By 1961, seven-
teen states had passed fair or open housing 
laws. However, it was not until April 1968, fol-
lowing the assassination of Dr. King, that Con-
gress passed the Fair Housing Act. 

Also in April 1968, the U.S. Supreme Court, 
in Jones v. Mayer, held that the Civil Rights 
Act of 1866 prohibited discrimination in private 
real estate transactions. The Court noted that 
the law, which lacked an effective government 
enforcement mechanism, covered racial and 
religious discrimination. The federal govern-
ment banned gender discrimination in housing 
in 1974, during the height of the Women’s 
Rights Movement. And in 1988, in response to 
growing awareness of the housing issues 
faced the disabled, Congress amended the 
Fair Housing Act to protect the disabled. 

A memorial to the fair housing movement 
would celebrate the distance the nation has 
come to achieve fair housing and would re-
mind us of the distance we still have to travel. 

Mr. Speaker, in light of this long battle for 
fair housing, I ask the House to pass this bill. 
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SUPPORTING FILIPINO AMERICAN 
HISTORY MONTH 

HON. MAZIE K. HIRONO 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 27, 2011 

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Speaker, October is Fili-
pino American History Month, giving us oppor-
tunity to remember the storied history of Fili-
pinos in Hawaii. 

From the barrios of the Philippines, Filipinos 
boarded ships and sailed across the Pacific. 

Upon reaching Hawaii, they worked on sug-
arcane plantations where life was hard but 
filled with hope and the dream of a brighter fu-
ture. 

Today, generations later, Filipinos represent 
the largest and fastest growing ethnic minority 
in the islands. Through hard work, they con-
tinue to make steady strides in all professions. 
They are our doctors and lawyers, our teach-
ers, small business owners, and community 
leaders. The next generation of Filipino Ameri-
cans will build upon this legacy of accomplish-
ment. I had the pleasure of meeting with 
members of the Kabatak Filipino Club at the 
University of Hawaii—Maui College in Kahului. 
Their primary goal is to raise an awareness of 
Filipino culture and to encourage the recruit-
ment, retention, and achievement of Filipino 
students on the Maui campus. This is a noble 
endeavor. 

For more than a century, Filipino Americans 
have left their mark on America. Let us reflect, 
celebrate, and honor this cherished heritage. 

f 

HONORING THE ROCK BRIDGE 
HIGH SCHOOL LADY BRUINS 
TENNIS TEAM 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 27, 2011 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-

gratulating the Rock Bridge High School Lady 
Bruins tennis team for its second straight state 
title. 

The young women and their coaches should 
be commended for all their hard work through-
out their flawless season and on bringing 
home another Class 2 State Tennis Cham-
pionship to their school and community. 

Making its 12th state appearance in 13 
years, the Rock Bridge Lady Bruins once 
again showed their tremendous talent. Their 
competition was fierce, but the ladies battled 
through to their last 5–1 victory over Parkway 
Central. 

I ask that you join me in recognizing the 
Rock Bridge High School Lady Bruins for a job 
well done. 
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TRIBUTE TO RIVERSIDE COUNTY’S 
RECIPIENTS OF OPERATION REC-
OGNITION 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 27, 2011 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to a group of individ-
uals—heroes—who are receiving the recogni-
tion and honor they deserve for their service 
to our country. Operation Recognition is oper-
ated by the Riverside County Office of Edu-
cation with assistance from the Riverside 
County Department of Veterans’ Services. The 
program awards high school diplomas to vet-
erans who missed completing high school due 
to military service in World War II, the Korean 
War, or the Vietnam War, or due to internment 
in WWII Japanese-American relocation camps. 

A recognition ceremony will be held on No-
vember 9, 2011, for the following individuals 
who received their high school diplomas 
through Operation Recognition: 

Juan Abarca, Alfred Aguilar; Virgil Edward 
Archer; George Van Ashley; Clayton M. Bab-
bitt; Thomas Jones Barber; Webster W. 
Brahams, Jr.; Claude Chastain, Jr.; Lonny 
Ross Ciinklaw; Willie B. Exson; Rick Farrell; 
Michael J. Federico; Jack Garvin Gale; 
Dwayne L. Gallo; Raul P. Garcia; Daniel Keith 
Gibson; William Onicten Gutierrez; Clarence 
Weldon Hart; Harley James Henson; Drexal 
Q. Jackson; Joseph F. Laturno; Gordon Peter 
Martens; Charles E. Murphy; Johnnie D. Riley; 
Lold B. LeRoy Sadler; Eric Schlitz; Mark D. 
Switzer; Larry Joe Wade; William Franklin Wil-
liams; and Otis Lee Wilson. 

Our country owes a debt of gratitude to all 
the above recipients for their service and sac-
rifice. I salute all the above individuals and 
congratulate them on receiving their high 
school diploma. 
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IN HONOR OF MR. TOM BERES 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 27, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Mr. Tom Beres, a reporter for Cleve-
land’s WKYC, who is being honored by the 
Press Club of Cleveland and inducted into the 
Cleveland Journalism Hall of Fame, Class of 
2011. 
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